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v – Plinthite which is composed of iron-rich, hu-
mus-poor, reddish mineral material that is 
firm or very firm when moist and that hardens 
irreversibly when exposed to the atmosphere 
under repeated wetting and drying.

w – Incipient color or pedogenic structure devel-
opment in a horizon but with minimal illuvial 
accumulation of materials.  Used only with B 
horizons; excluded from use with transition 
horizons; e.g., AC.

x – Fragipan or fragic characteristics (pedogenic-
ly developed brittleness, firmness, bleached 
prisms, or high bulk density; root restrictive).

y – Accumulation of gypsum (CaSO4 · 2H2O); < 
50% by vol. (estimated).

yy – Dominance of gypsum (CaSO4 · 2H2O); ≈ 
≥ 50% by vol. (estimated); light colored (e.g., 
value > 7, chroma ≤ 4).  May be pedogenically 
derived or inherited transformation of primary 
gypsum from parent material.

z – Pedogenic accumulation of salts more soluble 
than gypsum (e.g., NaCl).
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